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■v«*iA free press is “one of this country’s ; majpr, strengths. . ' 
'^ Atid the right to protect his source of information is fun- * 
.^Sn^ntal to a newsman in meeting his full responsibili- • 
-a ties to the public he serves.” That statement wasn't made - 
‘‘ •by a liberal judge, an AGLU lawyer or a newspaper pub- 
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The question then becomes": How <^ j myzen inform 
'himself? In - ' the day* of the founders, it*was difficult 
Travel was fisird and, by today’s standards, communica- 
tion was crude. Now, people are drenched in news, Shills, 
bills, pleas for help and outrageous drivel coming at 
’them from all quarters. Institutions are monumental and 


- «®wea recently oyine Governor of tiie State; •••’ ^ 4““«r»..jnspuiuons are monumental and 

^qi.CaMoCTia, Ronald Beagan, on signing an 'a^ndmMit ’ : ! overwhelmingly complex. Slick messages 

that state’s “shield law” which tightened the protec- ft 1 manipulate and to decdve abqtijn^ .fa that 


ns .of:the autonomy o£ a i w ci tizen struggling 
1 5 U0 . ta the S overnor * words , in some kind of. y . : Orj to .put the question in contemporary ternw: What 
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a greased chute desired to bend men’s minds for profit 
or for power? Jefferson’s answer given years ago is good 
enough for us. He said, “The basis of our government 
, ^Idg the opinion of the people, the very first object 
should be to keep that right Were it left to me to 
decide whether we should have a government without 
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^were^glee.’hut rather bwause we think- thby-'niake , jinfdrihation is one to frust? Does yoUr iitfprmation come 

Tjsplute sense in a free society and because there feefes? • • froVadTqifterily h” — - - <<- '• ' 

now. to be some iimibt 'ahont itie VoIhab dnS' ‘ 


•iyjqst .about now, to be some. doubt abouf the Values and' 
realities which support and give force to those words. 
All grand designs for the building of a society are fraught 
with frail seams which are strained and sometimes 
broken by future realities. One day’s absolutes are an- 
bfher day’s anachronisms. But, the founders of this re- 
public put their hands on something which is both valu- 
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able and enduring. That was the idea that people who newspapers, pr newspapers without government, I should 
had very little notion of what was going on around tism ' ■ not hesitate a' moment to pibfei* the latter.” 
or being done to them, for them or in their name had To have the spirit of Thomas Jefferson live today in 
little capacity to govern themselves ... and consequent- Gov. Reagan is solace enough to send us hopefully into 

.ly, little reason to call themselves free. . '•• ; -iiother new'jiear. . ' .^7, 



